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On Feb. 12-13, Mexican President Carlos Salinas visited Managua, holding a series of meetings with
government and opposition leaders. Salinas expressed Mexico's full support for the administration
of President Violeta Chamorro and called on the international community to increase contributions
to Nicaragua's economic recovery program. During his visit, Salinas signed seven separate bilateral
cooperation accords with Nicaraguan officials totaling over US$30 million. In addition, Salinas
signed a new bilateral extradition agreement, as well as an agreement stipulating US$15 million
in loans earmarked to finance production of agricultural products destined for export to Mexico.
Salinas and Chamorro also discussed the status of talks for a bilateral free trade agreement. During
his stay, Salinas held meetings with leaders from private business organizations, from the National
Opposition Union (Union Nacional Opositora, UNO), and from the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN). Salinas passed through Nicaragua on his return to Mexico from Venezuela, where
he participated in the Group of Three (Mexico, Venezuela and Colombia) and Central American
trade summit (for coverage of pre-summit talks, see CAU 02/12/93.) At the summit, the Nicaraguan
government received a vote of support from the participating heads of state, who jointly signed a
letter addressed to US President Bill Clinton urging release of US aid monies frozen since mid-1992.
"We call on you to ask that you contribute with your efforts to the total disbursement of the aid
scheduled for Nicaragua in 1992," said the letter. The letter said the funds are needed to consolidate
the peace process and demobilize combatants in Nicaragua. Further delay in release of the funds,
warned the signatories, could lead to a "setback of serious consequences to the political, economic
and social order not just in Nicaragua, but in all of Central America." (Sources: Reuter, 02/12/93;
Agence France-Presse, 02/13/93)
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